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ABSTRACT 



This publication presents the best available data on 
children living in the 50 largest cities in the United States. Each city is 
assessed in terms of 10 key indicators of child well-being. These indicators 
focus, as they do in the annual "Kids Count" report, on outcome measures of 
children's educational social, economic, and physical well-being. Several 
demographic, social, and background measures are also shown for each city. A 
significant share of all U.S. children (one in six in 1990) and a 
disproportionate share of disadvantaged children live in one of these cities. 
Roughly one-half of all the children in the United States who live in 
"distressed" neighborhoods, defined as communities with high concentrations 
of poverty, large numbers of female-headed families, substantial 
unemployment, and high welfare dependency live in 1 of these 50 largest 
cities. Profiles of child well-being in each of the 50 largest cities in the 
United States are followed by appendixes that place cities in rank order by 
indicator and a chart of child poverty rates in the 50 largest cities from 
1969 to 1989. Definitions and data sources are listed. Some notes on study 
data are presented, and the primary contacts are listed for state KIDS COUNT 
projects. (SLD) 
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113 Definitions and Data Sources 



Each year the Annie E. Casey Foundation publish- 
es the KIDS COUNT Data Book , which presents 
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Percent Change 1980-1990 

Demographics decrease | increase Race/Ethnicity of Children Number in 1990 1 % of Total 







Indicators off Child Well-Being Rate 
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Percent low birth-weight babies in 1994 
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Percent of children who lived in "distressed neighborhoods" in 1990 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 14 . 2 % 
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50-CITY AVERAGE 9-0% 
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Percent of families with children under age 18 with no resident parent(s) employed ii 




Demographics 


Total population in 1990 [ 935,933 ] 


Population under age 18 in 1990 [ ] 


Percent of population under age 18 in 1990 [ 2 9-° 0/ ° ]] 


Social Characteristics 


Juvenile violent crime arrest rate, ages 10-17 (arrests per 100,000 youths) i 


Percent of teen births that were to unmarried females in 1994 


Percent of all births in 1994 that were to unmarried teen mothers 


Percent of children ages 5-13 who lived in households in 1990 
where no one over age 13 spoke English well 


Economic Characteristics 


Percent of mothers with children under age 6 in the labor force in 1990 


Median family income for families with children under age 18 in 1989 
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Percent of youths ages 16-19 Percent of children under age 15 who lived 

who were unemployed in 1990 in households that received public assistance in 1989 
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the number of arrests for violent crimes in each Characteristics, Individual States, Series 1990 
city, data are presented for 1990 because that is CP-2, Table 177. 
the only year we have reliable data on the 
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The broad array of data we present in this are now seven years old, and the situation in 

report is intended to illuminate the conditions many cities may have changed since these data 

facing America’s children living in large cities. were collected. Although there are no poverty 

While 10 measures can hardly capture the full data for these 50 cities after the 1990 Census, 

range of conditions shaping kids’ lives, we broad trends suggest poverty in central cities is 
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